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CENTER HIGHLIGHTS 2019
The year 2019 was the last in the center’s 10 years journey, marking both the
end of an era and a new beginning. As layed out in detail in our final report, we
leave a string of groundbreaking results behind us, and have firmly established
ourselves as a dominant european research entity within our field; we looked
back by gathering past postdoc and PhD students, now in prominent positions
around the globe, for a spectacular 10 year birthday celebration. We also took big
steps into the future, with the hiring of Karim Adiprasito, Dustin Clausen, and
Jasmin Matz in permanent positions at the department, laying the foundation for
adventures ahead in both combinatorics and number theory. And with the birth

of a new “DNRF Copenhagen Centre for Geometry and Topology” headed by Nathalie Wahl, starting in 2020,
our headway can be taken further in new geometric directions.

ACTIVITIES. Our activities continued full steam in 2019, with both the large SYM10 conference, the bi-
annual Young Mathematicians in C∗–algebras (YMC*A), and 4 other workshops and masterclasses.

RESEARCH. With 31 published papers (+19 accepted to appear in 2020) and 35 additions to our arXiv
preprint series, we kept our busy schedule in 2019, where e.g., Hausmann’s identification of the equivariant
bordism ring, cracked in the very last days of his 3 year postdoc at the center, stands out as a very nice
surprise. The long paper by Barthel and coauthors showing that chromatic homotopy theory is asymptotically
algebraic, also mentioned in last years report, got accepted in Invent. Math. and the work of Galatius–Kupers–
Randal-Williams on secondary homological stability of mapping class groups, got accepted at Publ. IHES.

EDUCATION AND OUTREACH. We supervised five MS thesis and six BS theses,
and taught 13 courses directly related to the center’s research. For timing reasons,
only one PhD thesis made it into the 2019 counting period, but, rest assured, we
have additional 13 PhDs on track to finish in time to come. We can also not help to
mention that Wahl’s student Krannich, now a postdoc at Cambridge, won the 2019
UCPH-SCIENCE Best PhD Thesis award for his 2018 thesis, in fact sort of a hattrick
for him as both his BS and MS theses from Karlsruhe won similar accolades.

Please visit sym.math.ku.dk for more information.


